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| AM GRIEVED
~ Philadelphia ~

Part 6 of a 7 part series

Reveation 3.7-13 states:

Verse7, " Andtotheangd of the
churchinPhiladdphiawrite: These
arethewordsof the holy one, thetrue
one, who hasthekey of David, who
opensand no onewill shut, who shuts
and no oneopens.”

Verse 8, “1 know your works. Look,
| have set before you an open door,
which nooneisableto shut. | know
that you have but little power, and yet
you have kept my word and have not
denied my name.”

Verse9, “I will makethose of the
synagogue of Satan who say that they
areJewsand are not, but arelying—1
will makethem comeand bow down
beforeyour feet, and they will learn
that | havelovedyou.”

Verse 10, “ Because you have kept
my word of patient endurance, | will
keepyoufromthehour of trial thatis
coming onthewholeworldtotest the
inhabitantsof theearth.”

Verse 11, “1 am coming soon; hold
fast towhat you have, so that no one
may seizeyour crown.”

Verse 12, “If you conquer, | will make
you apillar inthetempleof my God;
youwill never goout of it. | will write

on you the name of my God, andthe
name of thecity of my God, the new

Jerusalemthat comesdown frommy

God out of heaven, and my own new
name.”

Verse 13, “Let anyonewho hasan
ear listentowhat the Spiritissaying
tothechurches.”

Alongwith Smyrna, Philade phiaisthe
only church addressed by Christ, which
receives only commendation (praise)
and no condemnation.

Philadelphiawasfounded during the
reignof King Attausll (159-138B.C.),
who was given the nickname
“Philaddphus,” meaning brotherly love,
for hisloyalty to hisbrother, Eumenes
I1, King of Pergamus (197-159B.C.).

There is an important historical
characterigtic of Philade phia, whichwill
figureinto our discussion on Christ’'s
messageto thischurch.InA.D. 17,a
tremendous earthquake destroyed the
city, and was subsequently followed by
several yearsof intermittent tremors,
whichleft many of thehomesunfit and
dangerous to live in. Many people
chosetoliveontheoutskirtsof townin
makeshift huts, hoping that aprolonged
timeof cdmwouldensue, enadlingthem
torebuild. Thosewho daringly chose
to stay withinthe city often met thefate

Rev. Jonathan Hansen
Founder & President

of death from the collapsing structures
during the many aftershocks. Even
today, thisarea(W. Turkey) issubject
tofrequent earthquakes.

Jesusintroduceshimsdlf tothechurch
asthe“holy one, thetrue one, who has
the key of David, who opens and no
one will shut, who shuts and no one
opens’ (3.7). Thisstatement must be
understood from its Old Testament
context. Inlsaiah 22.20-22, Eliakim,
thefunctional Prime Minister within
Hezekiah's kingdom, was given a
position of great authority. Itissaidthat
on hisshoulderswas placed “the key
to the house of David; what he opens
no one can shut, and what he shutsno
onecanopen.” Thatistosay, Eliakim
stood asthe access point between man
and the king. If any man wanted to
approachtheking, they must gothrough
theonewho hddthekey. Furthermore,
toholdthe“Key tothehouse of David’
speaks propheticaly of theentranceto
themessianic Kingdom. Thus, Christ
isheresayingtothechurch, “| anthe
access point to the Father and to the
Kingdom of God. | hold the key to
everlasting life; | amtheWay and the
TruthandtheLife(Jn.14.6); | anthe
door: by meif any manenter in, heshdl
besaved” (Jn.10.9). Withinthisredlity
isthe promiseto the Philadd phiansthat
“Set before [them] is an open door,
whichnooneisabletoshut” (3.8). This



door of admission granted them not
only spiritua intimacy with Chrit, but
also an open avenue of authoritative
commissioning to sharethe gospel of
savation through Jesus Christ.

Thesaintsof Philadelphiaareworthy
of admirationfor they have adheredto
thewordsof Christ and havenot denied
hisname beforeman. Verse9 alludes
to the influence of those who call
themsaves“ Jews’ by name, but arein
reality “the synagogue of Satan.”
Throughout thechurches, theheresy and
persecution by the Judaizerswasfierce
(seeRev. 2.9-10, Galatians 1-4, Acts
15.1f). Ignatius, writing approximately
15-20 years after the writing of
Revdation, saysthis. “Now, if anyone
preaches Judaism to you, pay no
atentionto him. For itisbetter to hear
about Christianity from one of the
circumcision than Judaism from a
Gentile. If both, moreover, fail totalk
about Jesus Christ, they are to me
tombstonesand gravesof thedead...”
(Ignatius: Phil. 6.1).

Persecution was so severe in
Philadelphia that martyrdom was
commonplace: “ Some of themembers
of thechurch of thiscity weremartyred
A.D. 155dongwith Polycarp” (Anchor
Bible Dictionary, vol.5, p.305.) In
much of theworld today, persecution
and martyrdomareararity. Why isthis?
Isit because peoplearelessoppressive
to the body of Christ? Have people
over the centuries become accustomed
to the gospel messageand tolerateit’s
existence? Thiscould only bepossible
if our battle was against mankind.
However, theWord tellsusthat wefight
“not againg fleshand blood, but againgt
therulersof thedarknessof thisworld,
against spiritual wickednessin high
places’ (Eph.6.12). Evil spiritsdo not
change! If thisistrue, thenit necessitates
that what has changed, has been the
living out of the Gospdl .

In America, wherethereisvery little
persecutionfor following Chrigt, welike
to point to the supposed “religious
freedoms” astherationale behind our
safety. Could it be that the very
freedoms we have are a result of
perpetual compromiseinthelivingand
propagation of the Word of God? Do
we supposethat thesefreedomswould
exig dongsdeChrigianity, whichboldly
stood on the Word of God in matters
of abortion, homosexudity, humanism,
and the like? In Americatoday and
throughout much of the world, the
masses have adopted the cross, but
have failed to pick it up. Christ
persond ly promised that truedisciples
would experience suffering fromthe
persecution of those controlled by the
anti-Chrig spirit: “Infact, everyonewho
wantstoliveagodly lifein Christ Jesus
will be persecuted...” (2Tim.3.12).

What isit that distinguishes between
the saints of Philadel phia (and many
throughout theworld today), who stand
faithfully on the Word and Name of
Christ amidst persecution and the
majority, who compromise at the
dightest hint of worldly resistance? It
istheprinciple of the Crucified Life.
Paul states, “1 havebeen crucified with
Christ, anditisnolonger | wholive,
but it is Christ who lives in me”
(Gdatians2.19-20). Thiswasaredity
for Paul -isitaredlity for you? Whois
onthethroneof your life...yoursdf, or
the Lord Jesus Christ? Dietrich
Bonhoeffer once said, “ Christ bidsa
mantocomeandtodie.” Dietowhat?
Dietosdf; dieto sdf-preservation, sdif-
protection, and salf-judtification. Dieto
your own desires, opinions and
agendas. A dead man has none of
these; rather, his only life is the
resurrected lifeof Christ.

Many today aspire to obtain the
power of God, the anointing of God,
and the glory of God; but how many

long to partakeinthesufferingsof God?
Brethren, wemust redizethat theabove
canonly be obtained through suffering.
Thisiswhy Jesusmandatesthat we see
suffering and persecution, not as
something inherently bad, but rather a
means to achieving the likeness of
Chrigt: “Notonly so, butwedsorgoice
inour sufferings, becauseweknow that
suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character,
hope” (Romans5.3-4). Dr. Sam Drye,
inhisbook entitled, “Crucified Life,”
saysthisabout suffering: “What isthe
purposeof suffering? It won'tkill you,
but it’sto bring you to a point where
you are not what you were. The end
result of the crucified life is to be
transformed to the point where you
reflect thevery imageof theLord Jesus
Christ, and you come into spiritual

maturity” (p4l).

TheCrucified Lifeawaysexemplifies
itself inoutward manifetation. Thatis,
when oneistruly dead unto self, itis
characterized by observabletraits. In
the New Testament, thisisunderstood
by the metaphor, The Fruit of theHoly
Spirit (Gd .5.22). However, inthebook
of Numbers, thereisaforeshadowing
event, which prophetically personifies
theCrucified-Resurrected Life.

Inthemidst of thedesert, Moseswas
leading thechildrenof Isradl. However,
an insurrection wasforming by those
who challenged the position and
authority of Mosesand Aaron: “Korah,
Dathanand Abiram. ..., becameinsolent
and roseup against Moses. Withthem
were250 Isradlitemen...” (Num.16.1-
2). God would eventually deal with
thesemen (and their families) by deeth,
and would next establish and sanction
community leadership.

God told M osesto have each of the
leadersof the 12 tribesof Isragl bring
to Him astaff engraved with thetribal



name (the staff of Levi was to be
engraved with the name of Aaron).
These 12 staffs were to be placed
before the Lord in the Tent of
Testimony, and from there the Lord
would chooseHispriestly leader. Each
of these staffswere nothing morethan
dead pieces of wood. Each was
identical: Wood, which once had life
when connected to the tree, but now
were dismembered, stripped of their
bark, and allowed to dry. The next
morning, 11 of the 12 saffsweredill in
the same state — dead; but the staff of
Aaron had transformed. “Moses
entered the Tent of Testimony and saw
that Aaron’s staff, which represented
thehouseof Levi, had not only sprouted
but had budded, blossomed and
produced aimonds’ (17.8).

Can you see the principal of the
crucified and resurrectedlife? Canyou
see what can happen to you, if you
allow yoursdf to bein the presence of
the Lord? As the priesthood of
believers, Christ haschosenus, but we
must submit ourselvesto Hispresence,
pick up our cross and follow, so that
out of our death, He can breatheforth
gpiritud life. Dr. Drye saysthisabout
theapplication of thecross: “God will
not giveup onus. Godwill apply that
crossaslong aswegive consent. We
can belike clay in the potter’s hand.
He' Il keep onworking withusuntil sin
haslost itsmastery over our lives. Is
that such anideal that we cannot attain
itinthislife? Tomillionsof theologica
mindsets, thisisthemessagethey would
preach: ‘It's just too much. It's
unattainable’ Remember that those
thoughtscomefromthe salf. If Jesus
said it waspossible, thenit'spossible
to happeninour lives’ (p116).

The sacrificia system in the Old
Testament hasnow taken onanew and
more profound identity in the New
Testament. Today thereisthe sacrifice

of obedienceand praise: “ Therefore, |
urge you, brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies asliving
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God —
thisisyour spiritual act of worship”
(Rom 12.1). We cannot crucify
oursalves, for thisisthework of theHoly
Spirit. But we can offer ourselvesto
Him; wecanlay our livesuponthedtar,
and ask Himto come and consumeour
lives, sothat wemight havelife. “For
weknow that our old salf wascrucified
with him so that the body of sin might
be done away with...Now if wedied
with Chrigt, webelievethat wewill dso
livewithhim” (Rom.6.6, 8).

TheCrucified Lifeburned withinthe
hearts of the Philadelphians! They
reckoned themselves dead to self and
throughthelife-giving Spirit tood at the
face of suffering and death boldly and
unwavering. Because of their
faithfulness, Christ promised them
“protection (not exemption, as many
trandationsstate) fromthehour of tria
that iscoming on the wholeworld to
test theinhabitantsof theearth” (3.10).
TheLordthenwarnsthemto* holdfast
to what you have, so that no one may
seizeyour crown.” The Greek word
interpreted‘ holdfast’” meansto‘ grasp,’
to ‘attain,’ to ‘retain.” We are to
diligently gragphald of theCrudifiedLife,
for many men and demonswould love
tosted itfromus.

What is the reward for those who
fathfully runtheracetotheendandding
totheCrucified Life? “If you conquer,
| will makeyou apillarinthetempleof
my God” (3.12). Thisbringsusback
tothehistorical contextinwhichthis
|etter waswritten. Inthemidst of aland
that was subject to earthquakes,
shocks, and tremors, Christ would
establish the believer as a pillar (an
element of functional stability) in a
structure (the temple of God), which
cannot be shaken or destroyed.

Many Chrigtiansarebeing shakenand
uprooted by the principalities of this
world that are feeding upon the un-
crucified self-life, whichisso prevaent
inthe church today. However, inthe
midst of gfting, theLordisraisngupa
spiritual army of believers, who will
reject the ornamental cross of
Christianity without obedience;
Christianity without discipleship;
Chrigtianity without suffering. Rather,
they will dingtothe Old Rugged Cross,
the bloodstained cross; the crossthat
speaks death to those who follow.
JessePenn-Lewis, inher book, “Dying
toLive’ dudestothisarmy: “How many
of uswill befound faithful? How many
of uswill betrueto God? How many
of uswill stand the test? The world
needs martyrs and there are many
secret martyrs among God’s
children...Godismaturinginafurnace
many soulswhowill shineasgoldinthe
day of Hisappearing. Let uschoose
thispath of giving oursalvesover tothe
hand of God, to be handed over tothe
fellowship of His Son for the
manifestation of Hislife, andtheoutflow
of Hislifetoothers.” Isthisthedesire
of your heart?

World MinigtriesInternational exists
forthesolepurposeof calingindividuds
and nations back to covenant
relaionship. We, likethe Philadelphians,
are determined, by the grace of God,
to uphold HisWord and Hisname as
we proclaim the Kingdom of God to
thenations. If youwouldliketojoin
and support thisend-timearmy, please
contact ustoday. Every twoweeksyou
will receivean articlesuch asthisone. |
want to thank my son-in-law, Pastor Ty
Gulstromfor writingthisarticleas| was
in Jamaica, and | want to thank each
one of you for your prayers and

support.

May Godrichly blessyouall.
Rev. Jonathan Hansen
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